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Who is the Full Funding Coalition?



What is the Coalition’s goal?

To create a new funding 

system for K-12 education 

that significantly 

increases state funding 

and shifts the focus of 

state resources and 

accountability to what it 

actually costs to meet 

Washington’s high 

performance expectations 

for student learning.



How does the Coalition propose 

to  reach that goal?

•Define basic education as everything it takes for 

students to meet state performance standards

•Realign the state funding system to student 

performance standards

•Eliminate reliance on local levies to fund basic

education

•Ensure that ample state funds are allotted

•Accountability: A two-way street



Why do we need a new $ system?

1993 Education Reform Act: Set high, 

performance-based standards (the Essential 

Academic Learning Requirements)

•No changes in 1977 state funding formula

•No consideration of technology, security, higher needs

•No recognition that higher standards = higher costs



Why not just provide more state money 

to local schools?

Because a permanent solution 

requires more than dollars. Just as 

our education system now focuses 

on student outcomes, so must the 

finance system that supports it.



• Identify the kinds of educational 

programs needed to educate 

students to the state performance 

standards

• Create “prototype” schools to 

determine costs of everything local 

schools need to provide basic 

education.

• Adjust prototype costs to meet needs 

of individual students and schools. 

• Determine employee compensation 

allocations fairly, rationally and 

systematically.

How would the new finance system work?



Who decides the details?

Commission for Quality Education in Washington

• Non-partisan, appointed by the Governor

• Determines each year how much money is needed 

to educate all Washington students

• Establishes performance                                  

expectations in proportion to                               

level of state funding. 



How much does the new system cost?

•Phased in over six successive school years

•Phased implementation provides a road map for 

adding resources systematically and predictably

•$1.2 billion in additional funding in 2009-2011

•Generate new funds from state revenue 

increases and recaptured state property taxes.



The Coalition’s proposal in a nutshell:

•Basic education = everything it takes to meet 

student performance expectations

•School finance system is realigned to those 

performance expectations.

•New Commission predicts funding needs by 

desired performance outcomes.

•Accountability is a two-way street

•All students have the opportunity to meet the 

state’s high expectations for their academic 

and personal success.

How do you sum it all up?
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For more 
information

Visit the Full Funding Coalition Web site at 

www.fullfundingcoalition.org.


